
 
 

Imagine… 
 Volunteering alongside youth on inspiring art projects 

 Exploring Havana’s eclectic mix of architectural styles 

 Learning to salsa dance with a local Cuban instructor 

 Walking along the French-inspired seaside boulevards of Cienfuegos 

 Witnessing a private performance by the Cienfuegos Choir 

 Soaking in the beauty of Trinidad, a UNESCO World Heritage Site 

 Engaging in citizen diplomacy as relations between the U.S. & Cuba warm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CUBA 
Building Bridges 



 
 

The community of Lawton, just outside of Old 

Havana, was a typical barrio of Havana in distress. 

The economic hardships of the 90’s and lack of 

resources led to many children dropping out of 

school and urban decay to take hold. That was 

until a pioneering community art center called 

Muraleando was formed. 
 

Muraleando, which means “mural making” in Spanish, 

developed into a thriving arts & culture center out of an 

abandoned water tank in Lawton. Today, the center brings 

together children from the community, many of whom are 

low income, to work on projects that help to revitalize the 

neighborhood. These include art projects, sports programs 

and dance classes. 

   

Over the course of the trip, you will engage with the children 

of Muraleando to not only help revitalize Lawton, but build 

bridges of friendship as relations between the U.S. and Cuba 

begin to warm. This is a historic time in Cuban history where 

people-to-people cultural exchange matters more than ever.  

 

In your free time, explore the natural beauty and vibrant 

culture of this Caribbean island. Whether it’s taking dance 

classes with the local community, visiting the home of Ernest 

Hemingway or uncovering the colonial plazas of Old Havana, 

experience a side of Cuba many never see. 

 

You’ll also get out of town for a couple days to see the 

colorful towns of Trinidad and Cienfuegos. Uncover history at 

the Bay of Pigs one afternoon and enjoy a private 

performance by the Cienfuegos Choir the next. Who knew 

citizen diplomacy could be so much fun? 
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“Before I founded Discover Corps, I worked for an 

international non-profit organization. During that 

time I had the privilege of traveling to Cuba over 20 

times. I have developed a network of fascinating 

local people who welcome us as friends. I’m excited 

to be able to share this beautiful — and often 

misunderstood — island with the Discover Corps 

community.”                           

 -Andrew M. 



 
 

Itinerary Cuba: Building Bridges 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Days 2-3: Over the next two days, we’ll jump right into our project with the children and artists of 

Muraleando. The goal of the project is to not only improve the aesthetics of Lawton through inspiring 

artwork and murals, but improve community cohesion and provide a creative outlet for the youth. Our 

activities will include anything from painting with the children to engaging in sports to repairing the 

nearby soccer fields. At the end of the day, this will culminate in a meaningful contribution to the 

community as well as a sense of shared purpose as ties continue to grow between the U.S. and Cuba.  

 

During our free time, explore the art, music and dance that Cuba is known for. One afternoon, enjoy a 

lesson in Cuban dance as well as a ceramic making class. Another, venture into the cobblestone alleyways 

of Old Havana to learn about the city’s colonial past. (B, L, D) 

 

Day 4: Today, we’ll continue our projects alongside the children of this small Havana neighborhood. 

Oftentimes, we’ll get creative and use everything at our disposal to create art, including old tires and 

recycled materials. Later in the afternoon, head over to the home of one of Cuba’s most famous residents 

– Ernest Hemingway. Enjoy a tour of Hemingway’s expansive property and see firsthand the area that 

provided inspiration to some of his most famous novels. (B, L, D) 

 

Day 5: Uncover the cultural backbone of Cuba in the towns of Trinidad and Cienfuegos over the next 

three days. Hit the road to Trinidad visiting the historic site of the Bay of Pigs invasion along the way. We’ll 

spend the first night in the French-inspired colonial town of Cienfuegos, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

Enjoy lunch in the city followed by a guided tour along the wide boulevards and seafront malecon of 

Cienfuegos. Enjoy an inspirational encounter with the Cienfuegos Choir. This choir group, dedicated to 

preserving the heritage of choral music in Cuba, will treat us to a private singing performance. (B, L, D) 

 

 

 

Day 1: Arrive in Havana and hit the ground running by exploring the main sites of the city including its 

colonial plazas and famous seaside boardwalk – the malecon.  Afterwards, head over to the nearby 

neighborhood of Lawton, our home for the next eight days, to settle into our casas particulares, or local bed 

and breakfasts, and meet with the folks at Muraleando, the community art program. Enjoy an orientation to 

the community art center as well as meet some of the children and artists involved. Tonight, dinner will be 

alongside members of the community. (L, D) 

 

Havana – The Vivacious Capital 

 



 
 

Itinerary Cuba: Building Bridges 

Day 6: The secrets of Trinidad, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, will be revealed by a guide from the office 

of the town historian. Explore the colorful alleyways where the clip clop of horses’ hooves can still be heard 

and Spanish style architecture dominates the tropical plazas of the city. After lunch on the leafy outdoor 

patio of a local paladar, return to Cienfuegos for a relaxing evening in town. (B, L, D) 

 

Days 7-8: The last days in Havana will provide some time for last minute exploration and shopping.  We’ll 

savor a farewell dinner together, recalling the week’s highlights and sharing what impacted each of us the 

most. (Day 7: B, L, D / Day 8: B) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Lodging: Casas Particulares  

Since 1997, the Cuban Government has permitted Cubans 

to rent rooms in their homes to tourists on the island. This 

revolutionized the lives of many, providing a much needed 

source of extra income as well as a broader view of life 

outside Cuba. 

 

Today, casas particulares are essentially family-run bed & 

breakfasts (think AirBnB’s with private breakfast in the 

morning). Families invest in making sure their houses are 

up to international quality standards, and they greet you 

with Cuban hospitality - but also give you the privacy and 

comfort you desire. 

 

While houses vary in style from eclectic to classical, they all 

provide a comfortable glimpse into Cuban life.   

 

Each casa particular features: 

 Double or single occupancy rooms 

 Air conditioning 

 Private or “Jack-and Jill” style bathrooms 

 Hot and cold water 

 

Lawton: A Colorful Cuban Community 

Havana’s neighborhood of Lawton is 

located about 4 miles from the center of 

the city. Once a blight on the city, Lawton 

has transformed into a center of art and 

culture thanks largely to the work of 

Muraleando. Children who once lacked 

proper education now have a creative 

space to take classes and learn about art & 

music. 

 

Beyond being a venue for emerging artists 

and children from the neighborhood, 

Muraleando has embarked on a mission to 

increase community cohesion. Through a 

series of events and block parties for 

residents of the area, Lawton is 

increasingly becoming a mecca for up and 

coming artists and musicians as well as an 

area that retains the charm of Havana’s 

history.  
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Date Duration Price* 
February 4-11, 2017 8 $2395 

March 11-18, 2017 (FF) 8 $2395 

April 1-8, 2017 (FF) 8 $2395 

April 8-15, 2017 (FF) 8 $2395 

June 24-July 1, 2017 (FF) 8 $2395 

July 1-8, 2017 (FF) 8 $2395 

July 15-22, 2017 (FF) 8 $2395 

August 12-19, 2017 (FF) 8 $2395 

Oct 7-14, 2017 8 $2395 

Nov 4-11, 2017 (FF) 8 $2395 

Reserve Your Trip Today  
Trips are limited to 15 travelers and 

do fill.  Reserving a trip with 

Discover Corps is easy. Simply visit 

our website 

www.discovercorps.com and fill out 

the online registration form.  

 

If you have any questions or would 

like to speak to a Travel Specialist, 

call us at (619) 758-3030 or e-mail 

us at info@discovercorps.com  

 
 

Returning Alumni?  
We like to reward those who travel 

with us again and again. Enjoy a 

$250 discount off your trip if you 

are a returning Discover Corps 

traveler.  
 
 

Group of 4 or More?  
Traveling with your friends and 

family makes for an experience of a 

lifetime. That’s why we offer groups 

of 4 or more a $200 discount off 

each traveler. 

 
 

Custom Groups  
Have a group of 8 or more?  We can 

operate a trip for your group.  

Whether it’s a family reunion, 

corporate group, alumni association 

or a professional or student 

organization, we’ll make it easy and 

turnkey for your group to have an 

incredible experience.  
  

*Price for double occupancy.  Single room supplement: $400 per 

person.  

 

What’s Included - Your trip price includes the following: 

 Small group touring: between 6-15 travelers 

 Bilingual expert Cuban guide 

 Private Cuban driver 

 Pure bottled water while touring 

 All meals in Cuba, including drinks 

 Gratuities for all meals and housekeepers 

 All scheduled activities 

 Volunteer program 

 All in-country transportation via air-conditioned van 

 Discover Corps Cuba pre-departure booklet 

 24-hour Discover Corps emergency hotline 

Does Not Include  
 Tip for Cuban guide and driver 

 International Airfare  

 Cuba Visa 
 

At-a-Glance Trip Information  

 

   
   

   

   

   

   

   



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traveling to Cuba Factsheet 
 Traveling to Cuba on your own is still illegal. According to the U.S. Department of the 

Treasury regulations, you must travel to Cuba under one of 12 authorized categories. 

Your trip with Discover Corps falls under the “People-to-People Cultural Activities” 

category. Here is what you need to know about legal travel to Cuba with Discover 

Corps: 

 Discover Corps will provide you with legal documentation for your trip. This 

will certify your trip as adhering to the “People-to-People” authorized category. 

 Discover Corps’ partners at STA Travel can help you book flights to ensure you 

have a seamless journey to the island from any U.S. airport. 

 Cuba requires proof of health insurance while in-country. This will be 

included in your flight ticket. 

 A tourist visa (known in Cuba as a “Tourist Card”) is required to travel to Cuba. 

Discover Corps can help you obtain this through its partner organizations.  

 Upon landing in Cuba, you will pass through customs and immigration. Our 

guide will meet you as you exit the terminal with a Discover Corps sign. 

We make travel to Cuba as easy and stress-free as possible. Questions? Feel free to 

contact us at (619) 758-3030. 

 


